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SUBJECT: KYPRIANOU'S STATEMENT REJECTING TURKISH PROPOSALS 
REP: NICOSIA 1049 (DTG 191725Z APR 78) 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT, PROVIDED BY GOC PUBLIC INFORMATION 
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OFPICE, OP OPENING STATEMENT MADE BY PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU 
AT PRESS CONPERENCE APRIL 19. PARAGRAPH NUMBERING 
ADDED BY EMBASSY. QUESTION AND ANSWER PORTION BEING 
TRANSMITTED SEPTEL. 

1 . (BEGIN TEXT) THOUGH WE BASICALLY KNEW FOR SOME DAYS 
THE MAIN POINTS OF THE SO-CALLED TURKISH PROPOSALS 
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WHICH WERE SUBMITTED TO THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL IN 
VIENNA LAST THURSDAY AND WHICH WERE THE SUBJECT OF 
DISCUSSION BETWEEN HIM AND TURKISH REPRESENTATIVES EOR 
THREE WHOLE DAYS, THE GOVERNMENT AND THE GREEK CYPRIOT 
SIDE REFRAINED FROM MAKING ANY OFFICIAL COMMENT BOTH 
OUT OF COURTESY TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND BECAUSE 
THIS WAS THE RIGHT THING TO DO, AS THE TURKISH PROPOSALS 
HAD EIRST TO BE SUBMITTED TO US OFEICIALLY BEFORE WE 
EXPRESSED OUR VIEWS. 

2. THE U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL TODAY HANDED THE TURKISH 
PROPOSALS TO THE GREEK CYPRIOT SIDE AND I HAD A VERY LONG 
TALK WITH HIM WHICH, I BELIEVE, WAS MUTUALLY VERY USEFUL. 
BEFORE I REFER TO THE PROPOSALS THEMSELVES, I SHOULD 
LIKE TO THANK THE U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL EOR HIS EFFORTS 
UNDER THE PROCEDURE AGREED DURING HIS LATEST VISIT TO 
CYPRUS LAST JANUARY. I RECALL THAT UNDER THIS PROCEDURE 
THE TURKS UNDERTOOK THE OBLIGATION TO SUBMIT TO THE U.N. 
SECRETARY-GENERAL CONCRETE AND COMPREHENSIVE PROPOSALS 
ON ALL ASPECTS OE THE CYPRUS PROBLEM, PARTICULARLY THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL AND THE TERRITORIAL, AND THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
WOULD THEN CONSULT WITH THE INTERESTED PARTIES, PARTICULARLY 
OUR SIDE, TO SEE WHETHER THERE WAS ANY GROUND JUSTIEYING 

THE CONVENING OE A NEW ROUND OF INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS. 

3. OE COURSE, WHEN THERE WAS TALK OF CONCRETE AND 
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COMPREHENSIVE PROPOSALS, NEEDLESS TO STRESS THAT IT WAS 
ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD, AS PREMIER KARAMANLIS YESTERDAY STATED, 
THAT THESE CONCRETE PROPOSALS WOULD SIMULATANEOUSLY HAVE 
SUCH A CONTENT AS TO JUSTIFY RESUMPTION OP THE INTER- 
COMMUNAL TALKS. THE TURKISH CYPRIOT PROPOSALS ARE NOT 
SUCH PROPOSALS. THE TURKISH CYPRIOT PROPOSALS ARE 
DIVIDED IN POUR PARTS: (1) THE EXPLANATORY NOTE WHICH 
WAS RELEASED EVEN BEFORE IT WAS HANDED TO THE U.N. 
SECRETARY-GENERAL (2) AN OUTLINE OF PROPOSALS ON THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL ASPECT (3) THE PROPOSALS ON THE 
TERRITORIAL ASPECT AND (4) A SPECIAL REPERENCE TO THE 
QUESTION OF FAMAGUSTA. 

4. I AM NOT GOING TO DEAL WITH THE DETAILS OF THE 
TURKISH CYPRIOT PROPOSALS AT THIS CONPERENCE. THE 
PRESS, LOCAL AND FOREIGN, CAN OBTAIN THE DETAILS FROM 
THE MINISTRY OP FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE PUBLIC 
INFORMATION OFFICE. I SHALL ONLY EXPRESS MY VIEWS IN 
A GENERAL WAY, BECAUSE WHAT IS OF IMPORTANCE IS NOT 
SO MUCH THE DETAILS BUT THE BASIS, THE PHILOSOPHY OF 
THE PROPOSALS. AND I WISH TO STATE FROM THE OUTSET 
THAT THE TURKISH PROPOSALS, BOTH ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
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AND THE TERRITORIAL ASPECT AMOUNT TO AN ATTEMPT TO 
LEGALISE THE FAITS ACCOMPLIS. THE PHILOSOPHY UNDERLYING 
THE PROPOSALS ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE IS THAT OF 
TWO SEPARATE STATES. EOR US, CONEEDERATION WAS ALWAYS 
UNACCEPTABLE AND WE HAVE REPEATEDLY SAID SO. THE 
PROPOSALS ARE EVEN SOMETHING WORSE THAN CONEEDERATION. 
THEY HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH EEDERATION. THEREEORE, IT 
IS NOT A QUESTION OE DETAILS SO THAT ONE MAY TRY TO 
IMPROVE THEM AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE. IT IS THE 
WHOLE STRUCTURE, IT IS THE BASIS, THE PHILOSOPHY, THAT 
ARE ENTIRELY UNACCEPTABLE. 

5. AS REGARDS TO TERRITORIAL ASPECT, I HAVE A MAP SHOWING 
THE POINTS PROM WHICH THE TURKS WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
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WITHDRAW AND ANOTHER MAP REEERRING SPECIEICALLY TO 
EAMAGUSTA. 
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6. CONCERNING THE SO-CALLED TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS, 

IE CYPRUS WERE NOT GOING THROUGH A TRAGIC SITUATION, A 
TERRIBLE DRAMA, ONE SHOULD DESCRIBE THEM AS RIDICULOUS 
PROPOSALS, AS PROPOSALS TENDING TO HUMILIATE OUR SIDE AND 
AT THE SAME TIME TO MISLEAD WORLD OPINION. WHAT IS THE 
TURKISH SIDE SUPPOSED TO BE GIVING BACK? THEY ARE GIVING 
BACK THE NO-MAN'S LAND WHICH IN ANY CASE IS NOT UNDER THEIR 
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OCCUPATION. ALSO MINOR ADJUSTMENTS ARE PROPOSED AT 
SIX POINTS TOTALLING A LITTLE MORE THAN I PER CENT. 

AT EIRST SIGHT IT SEEMS THAT THIS MINOR ADJUSTMENTS (SIC) 

THEY ARE SUGGESTING IN THE EORM OE CONCESSIONS ARE 
ALSO TO THE BENEEIT OF THE TURKISH SIDE, EROM THE PURELY 
MILITARY POINT OP VIEW. 

7. I NOW COME TO THE QUESTION OF FAMAGUSTA ABOUT 
WHICH A LOT HAS BEEN SAID IN THE DISTANT AND RECENT PAST, 

SO MUCH HAS BEEN PUBLISHED, SO MUCH HAS BEEN RUMOURED, 

IN AN ATTEMPT TO CREATE FALSE IMPRESSIONS AND, AT THE 
SAME TIME, IN AN ATTEMPT TO UNDERMINE THE UNITY OF 

THE REFUGEES. THE TURKISH SIDE IS TRYING TO PLAY THIS 
GAME. THE TURKISH SIDE SAYS THAT GREEKS RETURNING 
TO VAROSHA, NOT FAMAGUSTA, WILL COME UNDER THE LAWS AND 
REGULATIONS OF THE SO-CALLED "TURKISH FEDERATED STATE OF 
CYPRUS". THE TURKS HAVE MADE IT CLEAR, AS I HAVE 
BEEN TOLD BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TODAY, THAT THEY MEAN 
TO KEEP THE WHOLE OF FAMAGUSTA AND VAROSHA UNDER 
THEIR ABSOLUTE CONTROL. THEY ARE INTERESTED, THEY SAY, 

IN PROMOTING THE TOURIST AREA OF FAMAGUSTA AND 
FOR THIS REASON THEY WOULD ALLOW THE RETURN OF A NUMBER 
OF GREEKS, THEY DON'T SAY HOW MANY, AND WOULD PROVIDE 
FACILITIES TO THEM. AT THIS POINT I SHOULD LIKE TO 
STRESS THAT THIS IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST FRAUDS. WHAT 
ARE THE TURKS AFTER? THEY WANT TO LET SOME FAMAGUSTA 
PEOPLE TETURN, TO CREATE A NEW ENCLAVE IN A PART OF 
VAROSHA TO HELP THE TURKISH SIDE IN THE TOURIST DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE TOWN. AND NATURALLY THESE PEOPLE, WHO WOULD BE 
GOING BACK IN GOOD FAITH, WILL ALWAYS BE AT THE MERCY 
AND UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE TURKISH AUTHORITIES. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


8. MOREOVER, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT NO ONE WILL BE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 NICOSI 01054 02 0E03 201614Z 

ALLOWED TO RETURN TO VAROSHA EXCEPT ONLY TO THE AREA 
SOUTH OF DEMOCRATIA AND ASTEROSCOPION STREETS AND EAST 
OF DHERINIA AVENUE. THIS MEANS THAT THEY CUT VAROSHA 
INTO TWO JUST AS THEY HAVE DONE WITH THE WHOLE OE 
FAMAGUSTA. AND THEY WILL ALLOW, THEY SAY, SOME PEOPLE, 

WE DO NOT KNOW HOW MANY, TO GO BACK. BUT NO MATTER HOW 
MANY THEY WILL BE THEY WILL COME UNDER TURKISH ADMINISTRATION, 
UNDER TURKISH CONTROL. THEY WILL BE ALWAYS AT THE MERCY OF 
THE TURKS. I REPEAT THAT THEY MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY 
HAVE NO INTENTION OF LEAVING OR RETURNING TO THE GREEK 
CYPRIOTS THE TOWN OF VAROSHA AND FAMAGUSTA IN GENERAL. 

9. THESE IN BROAD LINES ARE THE MUCH TRUMPETED TURKISH 
PROPOSALS. THERE IS NO DOUBT WHATSOEVER THAT 

THESE PROPOSALS DO NOT AIM AT A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF 
THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. EIRST OE ALL I SHOULD LIKE TO POINT 
OUT THE WAY THE PROPOSALS WERE SUBMITTED TO THE U.N. 
SECRETARY-GENERAL. THE TURKS, WHILE SUBMITTING THE 
PROPOSALS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL, TRIED, THROUGH 
THE SO-CALLED EXPLANATORY NOTE, BY STATEMENTS AND BY ALL 
OTHER MEANS AT THEIR DISPOSAL, TO CREATE A GOOD IMAGE 
ABOUT THEM, OBVIOUSLY IN AN ATTEMPT BY MR. ECEVIT TO 
EXTRICATE TURKEY FROM ISOLATION AND SPECIFICALLY TO 
HELP THOSE TRYING TO CONVINCE CONGRESS TO LIET THE EMBARGO. 

10. IT IS INCONCEIVABLE THAT ANY PROPOSALS, WHETHER 
CONCRETE OR NOT, SHOULD BE SUBMITTED EOR NEGOTIATION, 
PARTICULARLY UNDER THE PROCEDURE AGREED WITH THE U.N. 
SECRETARY-GENERAL IN NICOSIA LAST JANUARY, IN SUCH A 
PUBLIC MANNER AND THAT AN EFEORT SHOULD AT THE 
SAME TIME BE MADE BEEORE THE PROPOSALS REACHED US, TO 
CONVINCE THE WORLD THAT THE TURKS WERE OFEERING SOME- 
THING SUBSTANTIVE. AND TALKING OF CONCRETE AND 
SUBSTANTIVE PROPOSALS, A CONCRETE AND SUBSTANTIVE 
PROPOSAL WOULD BE A PROPOSAL TO CAPTURE THE WHOLE OF 
CYPRUS. WHAT IS OF IMPORTANCE IS WHETHER THE CONCRETE 
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AND SUBSTANTIVE PROPOSALS CAN EORM A BASIS EOR NEGOTIATION 
TO SOLVE THE CYPRUS PROBLEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH U.N. 

RESOLUTIONS AND THE AGREEMENT REACHED IN NICOSIA LAST 
JANUARY. AND THE REPLY WHICH WE HAVE CONVEYED TO THE 
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U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL AND WITH WHICH THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL AND THE COUNCIL OE MINISTERS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED 
IS THAT THE TURKISH PROPOSALS ARE COMPLETELY UNACCEPTABLE 
AND CAN IN NO WAY FORM A BASIS FOR RESUMPTION OP THE 
INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS. 
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1 1 . NO DOUBT WE KNOW THAT MANY PEOPLE ATTACHED IMPORTANCE 
TO NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE SAKE OF NEGOTIATING. NEGOTIATION 
IS THE MOST CORRECT PROCEDURE BUT WHEN IT IS A REAL 
NEGOTIATION AND NOT AN EFFORT TO USE THE METHOD OF 
NEGOTIATION, AND ESPECIALLY NEGOTIATIONS UNDER THE 
CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL, FOR THE 
CONSOLIDATION OP FAITS ACCOMPLIS. NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 
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BASIS PROPOSED BY THE TURKISH SIDE IE ACCEPTED BY US 
WOULD MEAN ABANDONMENT OF THE U.N. RESOLUTIONS AND THE 
BEGINNING OE THE END OF CYPRUS. FOR THIS REASON THE 
RESPONSIBILITY IS TREMENDOUS AND THE DECISION HISTORIC. 

WE FULLY UNDERTAKE OUR RESPONSIBILITIES REJECTING THE 
TURKISH PROPOSALS AND THE TURKIAH PROPAGANDA MANOEUVRE 
WHICH AIMS NOT AT A SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM 
BUT AT EXTRICATING TURKEY EROM ISOLATION AND PERSUADING 
THE U.S. CONGRESS TO LIFT THE EMBARGO. 

12. THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE 
SAKE OF NEGOTIATING, IF THEY WERE REALLY INTERESTED OR 
ARE INTERESTED IN A REASONABLE DEVELOPMENT TOWARDS A 
SOLUTION OF THE CYPRUS PROBLEM SHOULD HAVE TRIED TO 
PREVENT THE SUBMISSION OE SUCH PROPOSALS. SINCE, 

HOWEVER, THEY HAVE NOT TRIED THEY HAVE A SACRED DUTY 
AND RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD CYPRUS, TOWARDS THIS REGION 
AND TOWARDS THE WHOLE WORLD TO TAKE THE CORRECT STAND, 

AN OBJECTIVELY CORRECT STAND. 

13. ACCEPTANCE OF THE TURKISH PROPOSALS AS A BASIS 

FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON THE CYPRUS PROBLEM WOULD MEAN, IN 
OUR CASE, A DECISION TO COMMIT SUICIDE. BUT, WE HAVE 
DECIDED NOT TO COMMIT SUICIDE. THERE ARE SOME PERSONS 
WHO MAY ARGUE, THAT, FOLLOWING MR. SOYSAL'S WARNING 
AND THE ELYING OF TURKISH MILITARY AIRCRAFT OVER CYPRUS, 
THERE MAY BE UNPLEASANT DEVELOPMENT AS A RESULT OF THE 
REJECTION OF THE TURKISH PROPOSALS BY US. 

14. WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF CYPRUS UNDER 
ANY BLACKMAILING CONDITIONS. WE ARE A SMALL COUNTRY 
WHICH HAS SUFFERED A LOT, HAD THOUSANDS OF DEAD, HAS 
MISSING PERSONS, THE ONE THIRD OE ITS POPULATION ARE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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REEUGEES, 40 PERCENT OF ITS TERRITORY IS STILL UNDER 
THE OCCUPATION OF THE INVADER USING AMERICAN ARMS. WE 
ARE SMALL AND WEAK BUT WE HAVE THE STRENGTH OF JUSTICE 
AND WE HAVE AT LEAST THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE DEFINITIVE DESTRUCTION OF OUR COUNTRY. FOR THIS 
REASON, I REPEAT THAT WE HAVE REJECTED THE TURKISH 
PROPOSALS AFTER STUDYING AND ANALYSING THEM, DESPITE 
THE FACT THAT NO SPECIAL STUDY OR ANALYSIS WAS NEEDED 
BECAUSE THEIR WHOLE PHILOSOPHY IS UNACCEPTABLE. 
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15. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT PRESSURES MAY BE EXERTED ON 
OUR SIDE. AND I WISH TO WARN THAT PRESSURES WILL NOT 
CHANGE OUR ATTITUDE AND THOSE WHO SINCERELY WISH A 
SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM SHOULD EXPERT THEIR PRESSURE 
ON THE TURKISH SIDE. 

16. IE IN THE PRESENT CONDITIONS THE TURKISH STAND IS SUCH, 

I.E. IF TURKEY, BEING INTERESTED IN THE LIFTING OF 

THE EMBARGO, BEING INTERESTED IN GETTING OUT OF 
ISOLATION, BEING INTERESTED IN CREATING FALSE IMPRESSIONS 
AMONG WORLD OPINION, IS PROPOSING WHAT IT HAS PROPOSED, 

YOU CAN IMAGINE WHAT THE SUBSEQUENT TURKISH STAND WILL 
BE. I WISH AT THIS POINT TO STRESS THAT IN ALL POINTS 
THESE UNACCEPTABLE TURKISH PROPOSALS ALWAYS HAVE A WINDOW, 
BUT REFERRING TO SECURITY OR OTHER MATTERS, TO MAKE IT 
POSSIBLE FOR THE TURKISH SIDE TO RECANT. THAT IS WHY I 
BELIEVE THAT THE WHOLE AEFAIR IS A FRAUD AT THE EXPENSE OF 
THE CYPRIOT PEOPLE AND WORLD OPINION. (END TEXT.). STONE 
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